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Dear Mrs. Berman: 
Thank you for letting me know of 

your concerns regarding the recent out-
break of violence in the Middle East. I 
appreciate hearing from you. 

The US has a long-standing and 
strong friendship with Israel that is 
based on shared values such as freedom 
and democracy. Soon after being sworn-
in as Florida's thirty-third Senator, I vis-
ited Israel as a member of a US congres-
sional delegation. That visit helped me 

reflect on the potential for success in the 
peace process, and Israel's vulnerability 
in the region. 

Since Israel's unilateral withdrawal 
from Gaza in 2005, more than 6000 
rockets launched by Hamas have rained 
down on innocent Israeli civilians.  

I strongly condemn Hamas' unpro-
voked acts of terrorism that can poten-
tially exacerbate the already high ten-
sions in the region. Every nation has the 
right to defend itself, and Israel is no 
exception. Hamas' repeated and deliber-
ate attacks on innocent Israeli civilians is 
unacceptable. As our nation prepares for 
the transition to a new administration, I 
remain hopeful that the current conflict 
will continue to be closely monitored 

and that a lasting cease-fire agreement 
will be reached. 

Additionally, on January 8, 2009, I 
joined several of my Senate colleagues 
in cosponsoring a Resolution, 
(S.RES.10). This Resolution recognizes 
Israel's right to defend itself against at-
tacks from Gaza, reaffirms US strong 
support for Israel in its battle with 
Hamas, and supports the Israeli-
Palestinian peace process.  

Please know that I share your con-
cerns. Rest assured that I will continue 
to work with my Senate colleagues to 
continue to help Israel guaranteeing the 
security of its territory and citizens. Do 
not hesitate to contact me with any addi-

(Continued on page 14) 

Editor’s Note: Gainesville resident 
Diane Berman wrote U.S. Sen. Mel 
Martinez (R-FL) regarding the out-
break of violence in Israel. His re-
sponse appears below. 
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The Rabbi’s Pen is a monthly column 
featuring a message from one of North 
Central Florida’s Rabbis.  
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Misha Bears  
are gifts with  
donations of  
$20 or more 
 

My name is Misha. 
I am a teddy bear full 
of good wishes. Just 
contact Maimonides 
and they will send me 
along with hugs, love 
and caring to someone who 
needs to hear from you today. 
I’m already packaged 
in a box. . . . ready to go. 
I can be mailed or 
hand-carried. . .  
it’s all up to you! 
Just contact Maimonides . . . 
they’ll help send me 
on my way so you can 
share your hugs & love, 
good wishes & caring 
to someone who needs to hear 
from you today! 
 

Send this form and check to: 
Maimonides Society 
2109 NW 22nd Street 
Gainesville, FL 32605 

���������	

��	��
���
	



_____I’m enclosing a $20 donation 
and will call to make arrange-
ments to pick up my Misha Bear. 
(352) 505-6367  

_____I am enclosing a $25 donation 
and would like to have a Bear 
sent to: 

_______________________________ 
_______________________________
_______________________________ 
 
From: 
_______________________________
_______________________________ 
 
My choice of card to accompany 
this bear is:  
____ Mishaberackh Card 
____ Mazel Tov Bear 
____ Sending You a Bear Hug 
____ “Chai Five!” 
 
Message for inside of card: 
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________ 
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tional comments or questions. For more 
information about issues and activities 
important to Florida, please sign up for 
my weekly newsletter at http://
martinez.senate.gov. 

Sincerely, 
Mel Martinez 
United States Senator 

(Continued from page 2) 
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B’NAI ISRAEL 
SISTERHOOD’S 

HAMENTASCHEN BAKE 
Sunday, February 22, 2009 

Hamentaschen order 
pickup 2 to 4 pm on 
Sunday, February 22, 
2009 in the Social Hall. 
Contact Elaine at  
377-9511 
(etaleah@ cox.net) or 
Rhoda at 338-0040 for 
more information. 

Hamentaschen Order Form  
Price: $16 per dozen 

$9 per half dozen 
Totals must be in dozen or 

half dozen lots 
*New Chocolate Filling 

All orders must be  
accompanied by 
payment. Checks 
payable to B’nai 
Israel Sisterhood by 
February 18, 2009  
B’nai Israel Sisterhood 
3830 NW 16 Blvd 
Gainesville, FL 32605 

NAME  

PHONE #  

EMAIL  

Flavor # Ordered 

Apricot  

Raspberry  

Poppy Seed  

Prune  

Total Ordered  

Total Cost  

*Chocolate  
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Open Sundays 9:15 AM to 12:15 PM & Wednesdays 10 AM  to Noon 
Special Hours by Appointment: 

Temple Shir Shalom at 352-371-6399 
or Vera Rabino at 352-333-0077. 
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